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Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 
More Russians find ways around sweeping U.S. asylum limits 


By ELLIOT SPAGAT and EU- 
GENE GARCIA 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Maksim 
Derzhko calls it one of the 
most terrifying experiences 
of his life. A longtime oppo- 
nent of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, he flew from 
Vladivostok to the Mexican 
border city of Tijuana with 
his 14-year-daughter and 
was in a car with seven 
other Russians. All that sep- 


arated them from claiming . : . 

asylum in the United States : 2785 . ¢il 
' TRALE 

was a U.S. officer standing , a * eT AND T_. : nit 

in traffic as vehicles inched a . p=. il \ 

toward inspection booths. Vina : 2 


The emotions are "hard to aN 


put into words," he says. 
"It's fear. The unknown. It's 
really hard. We had no 
choice." 

The gamble worked. After y, LEE EL 
spending a day in custody, in 
Derzkho was released to ¢: coomocente shhh 
seek asylum with his daugh- Hi 

ter, joining thousands of 


Russians who have recent- 
ly taken the same route to Dmitry Nikonov, of Moscow, holds a sign that reads "Stop Putin" with the colors of the flag of Ukraine as he protests in front of the 
America. Embassy of Russian Federation in Washington, Monday, March 7, 2022. 


Continued on next page 
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Continued from Front 

Even before Russia's in- 
vasion of Ukraine led to 
punishing sanctions from 
the U.S. and its allies, the 
United States was already 
seeing an increase in Rus- 
sian asylum-seekers. More 
than 8,600 Russians sought 
refuge on the U.S. border 
with Mexico from August 
through January — 35 times 
the 249 who did so during 
the same period a year 
earlier. Nine in 10 used offi- 
cial border crossings in San 
Diego. 

Migrants from other former 
Soviet republics follow the 
same route in lower num- 
bers, though some authori- 
ties are now anticipating 
more Ukrainians. The U.S. 
admitted a Ukrainian fam- 
ily of four on humanitar- 
ian grounds Thursday after 
twice blocking her. 
Russians do not need visas 
to visit Mexico, unlike the 
U.S. Many fly from Mos- 
cow to Cancun, entering 
Mexico as tourists, and go 
to Tijuana, where they pool 
money to squeeze into cars 
they buy orrent. Adrenaline 
rushes as they approach 
San Diego's San Ysidro bor- 
der crossing, where about 
30,000 cars enter the Unit- 
ed States daily. 

Concrete barriers funnel 
24 lanes of traffic to a bor- 
der marked by a few rows 
of yellow reflector bumps 
— like the ones that divide 
highway lanes — before 
vehicles reach inspection 
booths. A buffer zone sep- 
arates the bumps from the 
inspection booths. 
Migrants just have to reach 
that buffer zone to claim 
asylum on U.S. soil. But U.S. 
officers stationed on the 
Mexican side of the border 
first try to block them, peer- 
ing into vehicles, motion- 
ing motorists to flash travel 
documents and stopping 
cars they deem suspicious. 
"It was a very scary moment 
for all of us to experience," 
Derzhko, who crossed _ in 
August, said in an interview 
at his home in Los Angeles. 


f \ 


A Customs and Border Protection officer stands at the entrance to the San Ysidro Port of Entry 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022, seen from Tijuana, Mexico. 


"The children with us, every- 
one was very worried, very 
much." 

Russians swap travel tips on 
social media and messag- 
ing services. One unidenti- 
fied man narrated his trip 
from Moscow's Red Square 
to a San Diego hotel room, 
with layovers in Cancun 
and Mexico City. 

His YouTube video shows 
him confessing to nerves 
after buying a used car in 
Tijuana, but he says later in 
San Diego that everything 
went smoothly — despite 
two days in U.S. custody — 
and that others consider- 
ing the journey shouldn't be 
afraid. 

Russians are virtually guar- 


anteed a shot at asylum if 
they touch U.S. soil, even 
though President Joe 
Biden has kept sweeping, 
Trump-era asylum. restric- 
tions. Border agents can 
deny migrants a chance to 
seek asylum on the grounds 
that it risks spreading CO- 
VID-19. But cost, logistics 
and strained diplomatic 
relations make it difficult to 
send people of some na- 
tionalities home. 

Russians and others from 
former Soviet republics fa- 
vor driving through official 
crossings, rather than try- 
ing to cross illegally in des- 
erts and mountains. They 
generally do not hire smug- 
glers, but "a facilitator" may 
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help arrange travel, said 
Chad Planiz, special agent 
in charge of Homeland Se- 
curity Investigations in San 
Diego. 

While Moscow to Cancun 
is the most common route, 
some Russians fly from Am- 
sterdam or Paris to Mexico 
City and then go fo Tijuana, 
Plantz said. 

Ithas produced some tense 
confrontations. 

In one, a 29-year-old Rus- 
sian man accelerated after 
passing the reflector bumps 
at San Ysidro on Dec. 12 
and slammed the brakes, 
causing a sedan with six 
Russian asylum-seekers to 
hit him from behind. An of- 
ficer fired four shots but no 
one was injured by gunfire, 
according to CBP, which 
says the incident is under 
investigation. 

The SUV driver hit the gas 
in a state of excitement 
when he saw an opening 
between lanes, his lawyer, 
Martin Molina, told a judge 
earlier this month. Eleven 


TEDAY. 


other Russians, including 
the man's wife, 5-year-old 
daughter and year-old son 
were in the SUV. Passen- 
gers raised their hands and 
yelled, "Asylum!" 

"All that he saw were the 
bright lights of San Ysidro," 
Molina said. "He wanted to 
get there." 

The judge ordered the 
driver released after nearly 
three months in jail. The As- 
sociated Press is not identi- 
fying him at the request of 
Molina, who said his client 
feared exposure may jeop- 
ardize his safety. The man, 
who opposed Russian inter- 
vention in the Chechnya 
region, planned to seek 
asylum with his family in 
Brooklyn, New York. 

Other incidents have raised 
security concerns, Plantz 
said. Also on Dec. 12, the 
driver of a car with migrants 
from Ukraine and Tajikistan 
ignored an officer's orders 
to show identification and 
struck the officer's hand 
with a car door mirror when 
accelerating past him, 
according to court docu- 
ments. 

"They're probably ai little 
disoriented themselves, not 
sure exactly what they're 
doing, but they are failing 
to yield, hitting the gas, 
blowing through," Plantz 
said. 

A federal judge in San Di- 
ego has ruled it is illegal to 
block asylum-seekers but 
has not given specific in- 
structions, allowing authori- 
ties to continue their prac- 
tices. Erika Pinheiro, litiga- 
tion and policy director for 
Al Otro Lado, an advocacy 
group that sued over asy- 
lum limits at border cross- 
ings, said U.S. authorities 
coordinate with Mexican 
officials to keep migrants 
from reaching the buffer 
zone. 

Yuliya Pashkova, a San Di- 
ego attorney who repre- 
sents Russian asylum-seek- 
ers, traces the spike in arriv- 
als to the imprisonment of 
Russian opposition leader 
Alexei Navalny last year. 
Asylum-seekers include Pu- 
tin opponents, gay people, 
Muslims and business own- 
ers who have been extort- 
ed by authorities. 

"When they think of Amer- 
ica, they think of freedom, 
democracy and, frankly, a 
good economic situation," 
she said.l) 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Dem- 
ocrats on the House Over- 
sight Committee are seek- 
ing an investigation into 
a U.S. Postal Service plan 
to replace its aging mail 
trucks with mostly gasoline- 
powered vehicles. 

The plan largely ignores 
White House calls to replen- 
ish the mail-service fleet 
with electric vehicles and 
has drawn sharp criticism 
from the Biden administra- 
tion, Democratic lawmak- 
ers and environmentalists, 
who say it falls far short of 
President Joe Biden's goals 
to address climate change. 
In a letter Monday, Dem- 
ocrats on the oversight 
panel asked the agency's 
inspector general to inves- 
tigate whether the Postal 
Service complied with the 
National Environmental 
Policy Act and other laws 
when awarding a 10-year 
contract to  Wisconsin- 
based Oshkosh Defense to 
supply up to 165,000 new 
mail trucks. 

Only 10% of the initial order 
will be for EVs; the remain- 
ing 90% will use traditional 
gasoline-powered engines. 
The Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency, the White 


House Council on Envi- 
ronmental Quality and 
"numerous environmental 
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House Dems seek probe of USPS plan for new mail truck fleet 


Ex 47“? 


In this Aug. 18, 2020, photo, mail delivery vehicles are parked outside a post office in Boys Town, 


Neb. 


stakeholders" have raised 
concerns that the Postal 
Service did not meet its 
NEPA obligations in issuing 
the contract, the lawmak- 
ers said in a letter to Tammy 
Whitcomb, the Postal Ser- 
vice inspector general. 

"Given the — substantial 
public interest in this ac- 
quisition and the signifi- 
cant deficiencies" in the 
environmental analysis 


identified by EPA and the 
White House, "it is critical 
that Congress understand 
whether the Postal Service 
properly met its statutory 
environmental obligations,” 
the lawmakers wrote. 

The letter is signed by five 
Democratic lawmakers, 
including Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney of New York, the 
panel's chair, and Gerry 
Connolly of Virginia, chair- 
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man of a subcommittee on 
government operations. 
The lawmakers said they 
strongly support purchase 
of electric vehicles for the 
Postal Service fleet, saying 
it would "significantly cut 
emissions and position the 
Postal Service as an envi- 
ronmental leader" in the 
US. 

A spokeswoman said the 
inspector general's office 


received the letter Monday 
and was reviewing it. 

The Postal Service award- 
ed Oshkosh Defense a con- 
tract worth up to $11 billion 
over 10 years to replace its 
230,000-vehicle fleet. The 
company has said it will 
make the Next Genera- 
tion Delivery Vehicles at a 
reconfigured warehouse 
in South Carolina, creating 
1,000 new jobs. 

The Postal Service said last 
month that it believes it has 
met all its obligations and 
is moving forward despite 
widespread criticism. 

The agency "carefully re- 
viewed and incorporated 
feedback" from EPA and 
the White House regard- 
ing the new contract and 
believes "there is no legal 
or other basis to delay the 
(vehicle-replacement) pro- 
gram," said spokeswoman 
Kim Frum. 

The new contract will de- 
liver 5,000 electric vehicles 
beginning in 2023 and "pro- 
vides significant environ- 
mental benefits through 
the introduction of safer 
and more environmentally 
friendly vehicles," Frum said. 
Flexibility built into the con- 
tract allows for more elec- 
tric vehicles "should ad- 
ditional funding become 
available," she added.l) 


Zelenskyy 


By LISA MASCARO Associ- 
ated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ukrai- 
nian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy will deliver a virtu- 
al address to the U.S. Con- 
gress as the Russian war on 
his country intensifies. 
Zelenskyy will speak 
Wednesday to members of 
the House and Senate, the 
Democratic leaders an- 
nounced. The event will be 
livestreamed for the public. 
"It's such a privilege to have 
this leader of this Country, 
where these people are 
fighting for their democ- 
racy and our democracy,” 
House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi said Monday during 
an event at the Brooklyn 
Bridge with New York law- 
makers. 

Pelosi said that Zelenskyy 
asked for the meeting 


to deliver virtual address to U.S. Congress 


when they spoke at the 
end of last week, and law- 
makers are "thrilled" to have 
him address Congress. 

The talk comes as the Ukrai- 
nians are fighting for their 
country's survival in the 
escalating war as Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in- 
tensifies his assault, includ- 
ing airstrikes on the capital 
Kyiv. Civilians in Ukraine are 
taking up arms to hold back 
Putin's regime, but the war 
has launched a mass exo- 
dus of more then 2 million 
people from Ukraine. 

"The Congress, our Country 
and the world are in awe of 
the people of Ukraine," said 
Pelosi and Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer in 
a statement Monday an- 
nouncing the address. 
They said all lawmakers are 
invited to the talk that will 


be delivered via video at 
the U.S. Capitol. It comes 
as Congress recently ap- 
proved $13.6 billion in emer- 
gency military and humani- 
tarian aid for Ukraine. 
Biden is expected to sign a 
big spending bill contain- 
ing Ukraine aid into law on 
Tuesday. 

During Pelosi's call last 
week, Zelenskyy said _ his 
country would need help 
rebuilding from the war. 
"We have to do more in 
terms of meeting the needs 
of some of the 2.7 million 
refugees," she said. 

She said of the Ukrainians: 
"They're fighting for democ- 
racy writ large." 

In their statement Monday, 
the congressional leaders 
said Congress "remains un- 
wavering in our commit- 
ment to supporting Ukraine 


In this image from video provided by the Ukrainian Presidential 
Press Office and posted on Facebook early Saturday, March 12, 
2022, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks in Kyiv, 
Ukraine. 


as they face Putin's cruel 
and diabolical aggression." 
Pelosi and Schumer said 
they intend "to convey our 
support to the people of 
Ukraine as they bravely de- 


Associated Press 


fend democracy." 

Zelenskyy spoke by video 
with House and Senate law- 
makers earlier this month, 
delivering a _ desperate 
plea for more military aid. 
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Man sought in homeless killings in New York, Washington D.C. 


By BOBBY CAINA CALVAN 
and ASHRAF KHALIL 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — A search 
was underway Monday for 
a gunman who has been 
stalking homeless men 
sleeping on the streets of 
Washington, D.C., and New 
York City, fatally shooting 
two people and wounding 
three more in less than two 
weeks. 

Police released — surveil- 
lance photographs of the 
suspected gunman _ late 
Sunday, including one in 
which the hooded man 
can be seen holding a pis- 
tol in a blue glove. 

The killer's motive — if any 
— was unknown and au- 
thorities turned their atten- 
tion Monday to trying to 
offer what protections they 
could to homeless people 
who might become. tar- 
gets. 

New York Mayor Eric Ad- 
ams said police officers 
and homeless outreach 
teams would focus on find- 
ing unhoused people in 
the subways and other lo- 
cations and would urge 
them to seek refuge at city- 
owned shelters. 

"The case is a clear and 
horrific intentional act of 
taking the life of someone, 
it appears, because he 
was homeless," Adams said 
at a news conference late 
Sunday. "Two _ individuals 
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These images taken from surveillance video and provided by the New York Police Department 
show a man suspected of shooting two homeless people on Saturday, March 12, 2022 in New 


York. 


were shot while sleeping on 
the streets, not committing 
a crime but sleeping on the 
streets." 

In Washington, city out- 
reach workers were pass- 
ing out flyers among the 
homeless population, urg- 
ing people to "be vigilant" 
and featuring multiple pic- 
tures of the suspect. 

"Our shelters have space 
and are ready to welcome 
residents needing a place 
to stay," the flyers stated. 
The latest violence under- 


scored the urgency to get 
the homeless off the streets 
and into safe housing, said 
Jacquelyn Simone, the 
policy director for the Co- 
alition for the Homeless in 
New York City. 

"The reason that these 
people were attacked is 
because they didn't have 
that safety of permanent 
housing," she said. "And 
that's why we really need 
to use these tragedies as 
an opportunity to redouble 
our efforts to ensure that 
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people have a better op- 
tion than the streets where 
they're exposed to both the 
elements as well as people 
who might wish to do them 
harm." 

Simone and other advo- 
cates for the homeless 
called on the city to use 
vacant hotel rooms for 
temporary shelter for those 
who would rather stay on 
the streets rather than opt 
in dormitory-style housing. 
The earliest known shoot- 
ing happened at around 4 


a.m. on March 3 in Wash- 
ington D.C., police said, 
when a man was. shot 
and wounded in the city's 
Northeast section. A sec- 
ond man was wounded on 
March 8, just before 1:30 
a.m. 

At 3 a.m. the next day, 
March 9, police and fire- 
fighters found a dead man 
inside a burning tent. A sub- 
sequent autopsy revealed 
that the man had died of 
multiple stab and gunshot 
wounds. 

The killer then apparently 
traveled north to New York 
City, police said. 

At 4:30 a.m. Saturday, a 
38-year-old man _ sleeping 
on the street in Manhattan 
not far from the entrance 
to the Holland Tunnel was 
shot in his right arm as he 
slept. 

The victim screamed and 
the gunman fled, police 
said. 

About 90 minutes later, the 
gunman fatally shot anoth- 
er man on Lafayette Street 
in SoHo, police said. The 
man's body was found in 
his sleeping bag just before 
5 p.m. Saturday. 

Police determined the 
same person committed 
the attacks based on the 
similarities of each shooting 
and evidence recovered 
from the scenes. The vic- 
tims were attacked without 
provocation, police said.l) 


Maryland S last public 


Crews remove the stone base of the Talbot Boys Statue, Mary- 
land's last public Confederate statue, on the grounds of the Tal- 
bot County Courthouse, Monday, March 14, 2022, in Easton, Md. 
Associated Press 


By JULIO CORTEZ 
Associated Press 
EASTON, Md. (AP) — A stat- 
uve that was thought to be 


the last Confederate mon- 
ument on a courthouse 
lawn in Maryland was re- 
moved Monday. 


Confederate monument removed 


The "Talbot Boys Statue" was 
removed first and work- 
ers then loaded the stone 
base onto a flatbed truck 
by crane as small crowd 
watched. Some passing 
motorists who asked what 
was happening, cheerfully 
replied, "finally!" when they 
heard the news. 

"Hallelujah!" said — Shery! 
Goodspeed of Easton. "l 
was very happy." 

The statue that stood on 
the Talbot County court- 
house lawn in Easton for a 
century was thought to be 
the last Confederate mon- 
ument still standing on pub- 
lic property in Maryland 
other than cemeteries and 
battlefields. The 13-foot 
(3.9-meter) tall, copper 
sculpture features a boy 


holding a Confederate flag 
and names the men from 
the Eastern Shore county 
who joined the Confedera- 
cy and died in the war. 
After the county council 
voted to approve its remov- 
al in September, the Move 
the Monument Coalition 
raised more than $80,000 to 
relocate the statue to Cross 
Keys Battlefield in Harrison- 
burg, Virginia, according 
to Ridgely Ochs, a member 
of the coalition's leadership 
team. The historic battle- 
field is in the care of the 
Shenandoah Valley Battle- 
fields Foundation. 

Many memorials to the 
Confederacy were taken 
down in the wake of the 
2020 death of George 
Floyd, a Black man who 


died in Minneapolis police 
custody. 

The monuments have long 
been viewed by many as 
symbols of white suprema- 
cy. 

The effort to remove this 
statue, not the first, grew 
out of people's desire to do 
something concrete after 
Floyd's death, Ochs said. 
"We're all extraordinarily 
and profoundly happy that 
it has happened," Ochs 
said. "It's gone. It went well. 
It was peaceful and re- 
spectful.” 

The Southern Poverty Law 
Center said that about 700 
Confederate statues are 
still positioned near govern- 
ment buildings and in other 
public places throughout 
the United States.) 
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Russian missile strike near NATO’s Poland stirs anxiety 


1 — 


WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 
Russian missile attack oo 
killed at least 35 people in 
western Ukraine, some 15 
miles from NATO member 
Poland, has stirred anxiety 
and spurred Poles to rush to 
passport offices and stock- 
pile essentials amid fears 
the war could cut off sup- 
plies, or even spill over into 
Poland. 

A long line of applicants, 
unseen for decades, 
formed Monday outside 
Warsaw's main passport 
office on Kkrucza_ Street. 
Canned food, bottled wa- 
ter, flashlights and batter- 
ies filled shoppers’ baskets. 
People in the street talked 
of the latest news and their 
worries for the future. 

In the street, outside the 
passport office, Justyna 
Winnicka, 44, was filling out 
the passport form for her 
16-year-old daughter, Mi- 
chalina. 

“We want to have a pass- 
port because the last one 
expired and we want to 
be able to go on vacation, 
but also want to be able 
to travel abroad in case 
something happens here in 
Poland,” Winnicka told The 
Associated Press. 

Asked if she was afraid be- 
cause of the fighting just 
across Poland’s border, she 
said “Everybody is a little bit 
afraid today.” 


A Polish border guard carries a child as he helps people fleeing Ukraine to cross at the Ukrainian- 
Polish border crossing in Korczowa, Poland, Saturday, March 5, 2022. 


“We all believe that the 
fact that we are in NATO 
will protect us in some way, 
but each of us also remem- 
bers the history of World 
War Il and the (failed) al- 
liances of those times,” 
Winnicka said."Things can 
turn out in different ways. 
In Poland people are a bit 
afraid,” she said. 

On Sunday, Anna Kwiat- 
kowska, 42, a mother of 
two, said a friend working 
for a foreign firm had ad- 
vised the family to have 


their passports ready and 
some dollars, too. 

“So | will apply for passports 
to be done for my chil- 
dren,” said Kwiatkowska, 
whose children, aged 10 
and 8, have not traveled 
abroad yet. 

All this despite the fact 
that NATO, to which former 
Eastern bloc nation Poland 
has belonged since 1999, 
is strengthening its military 
presence in eastern Po- 
land, close to the Ukraine 
border, and stresses that 


Associated Press 


the alliance is fulfilling its 
task of ensuring Poland's 
safety. 

But Russia’s strike Sunday 
ona Ukrainian military train- 
ing center in Yavoriv, less 
than 15 miles (25 kilome- 
ters) from the border with 
Poland, shook the confi- 
dence of Poles living near 
the border and created 
anxiety among others all to 
aware of Russia’s and the 
Soviet Union's past control 
of Poland's territory. 

Prime Minister Mateusz 


Morawiecki said the attack, 
close to a refugee route to 
Poland, was also intended 
to “provoke panic among 
civilians” fleeing the “hor- 
rors of the war.” 

Poland has taken in more 
than 1.8 million refugees 
from Ukraine — nearly alll 
women and children 
since Feb. 24, when Russian 
troops invaded Ukraine 
and then unleashed at- 
tacks on hospitals, schools 
and residential areas. 
Morawiecki said that the 
Yavoriv attack and those 
on civilians are aimed at 
“destroying this humanitar- 
ian effort ... of help being 
offered to innocent peo- 
ple, women, children.” 
Poland’s deputy foreign 
minister, Marcin Przydacz, 
said he does not believe 
that Russia, which he as- 
serted “visibly is not coping 
in Ukraine” would try an at- 
tack on a NATO country. 
Nevertheless, he stressed 
“one should be cautious 
and we are being cau- 
tious.” 

People in the capital, War- 
saw, in central Poland, 
were all too cognizant of 
the potential threat to East- 
erm bloc nations that, like 
Poland, were once under 
the control of the Soviet 
Union, for more than four 
decades after World War 


IQ) 


Germany to buy US-made F-35s to replace aging bombers 


BERLIN (AP) — Germany 
said Monday that it will 
replace some of its aging 
Tornado bomber jets with 
U.S.-made F-35A Lightning 


ll aircraft capable of carry- 
ing nuclear weapons. 

Announcing the decision, 
Defense Minister Christine 
Lambrecht said Germany 


F-35B aircraft pass on a runway after landing at the Akrotiri 
Royal air forces base near city of Limassol, Cyprus, Tuesday, 
May 21, 2019. 
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also will upgrade its Euro- 
fighter Typhoon fighter jets 
for electronic warfare — a 
capability that’s also cur- 
rently fulfilled by the Tor- 
nado jets. The Eurofighter 
will be replaced from 2040 
with the Future Combat 
Air System, or FCAS, that’s 
being jointly developed 
with France and Spain, she 
said. 

Germany’s air force com- 
mander, Ingo Gerhariz, 
said the current war in 
Ukraine made it neces- 
sary to choose Lockheed 
Martin's F-35s. Previously, 
the government had con- 
sidered replacing the Luft- 
waffe’s Tornados with a 
mix of different U.S. and 
European-made aircraft. 


“There can be only one 
answer to (Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir) Putin’s ag- 
gression,” said Gerhartz. 
“Unity in NATO and a cred- 
ible deterrent. This in par- 
ticular means there is no 
alternative but to choose 
the F-35.” 

The German military does 
not have nuclear weapons 
of its own, but as part of 
the system of nuclear de- 
terrence developed dur- 
ing the Cold War it main- 
tained bombers capable 
of carrying U.S. atomic 
bombs, some of which are 
stationed in Germany. 

The opposition Left Party 
criticized the decision to 
purchase almost three 
dozen F-35s for Germany's 


military. 

“We reject arming the 
Bundeswehr with new, 
nuclear-capable combat 
jets,” said Ali Al-Dailami, 
the party's deputy defense 
spokesman. He warned 
that equipping German 
pilots to drop U.S. atomic 
bombs could “fuel the risk 
of nuclear war in Europe.” 
German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz announced _ last 
month that the country 
would create a special 
fund of 100 billion euros 
($113 billion) to bolster its 
armed forces and raise de- 
fense spending above 2% 
of gross domestic product, 
a measure on which it had 
long lagged behind other 
NATO countries on.L) 
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Red Cross chief: Ukraine war ‘nothing short of a nightmare’ 


By JON GAMBRELL 

DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — The ongoing 
Russian war on Ukraine has 
become “nothing short of 
a nightmare” for those liv- 
ing in besieged cities, a top 
Red Cross official said Mon- 
day, calling for safe pas- 
sage out for civilians and 
humanitarian aid to be 
allowed through the front 
lines. 

Robert Mardini, the direc- 
tor-general of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the 
Red Cross, also called the 
war “catastrophic” for civil- 
ians affected by the fight- 
ing as people run out of 
drinking water, food, medi- 
cal supplies and fuel for 
heating particularly in the 
surrounded Ukrainian city 
of Mariupol. Medical facili- 
ties also continue to be tar- 
geted in attacks. 

And while the Red Cross 
continues to speak with 
Russian and Ukrainian lead- 
ers, Mardini said there’s so 
far been no. established 
routes for people to safely 
leave Mariupol and some 
other areas facing intense 
warfare. 

“People are in desperate 
need to to take shelter, 
and this is why the situation 
cannot, cannot continue 
like this,” he told The As- 


International Committee of the Red Cross Director-General Robert Mardini talks about the 
humanitarian situation in Ukraine during an interview with The Associated Press, in Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates, Monday, March 14, 2022. 


sociated Press while on a 
visit to Dubai in the United 
Arab Emirates. “History is 
watching what is happen- 
ing in Mariupol and other 
cities and civilians must be 
protected. So whether (it’s) 
a cease-fire, or a combi- 
nation of a cease-fire and 


safe evacuation of civil- 
ians, is an absolute must.” 

Russia began its war on 
Ukraine on Feb. 24 after 
amassing troops on its bor- 
ders as part of what Mos- 
cow initially described as a 
series of training exercises. 
In the time since, Russian 
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forces have attacked cit- 
ies, military bases and even 
the biggest nuclear power 
plant in Europe while ap- 
parenily trying to dislodge 
Kyiv's democratic govern- 
ment, which has seen an 
outpouring of military aid 
and support though not 


direct military intervention 
from the West. 

The Geneva-based Red 
Cross, which aids those af- 
fected by war and tries to 
educate combatants of 
the rules of armed conflict, 
has 600 staffers in Ukraine 
and plans to send in around 
100 more. Some Red Cross 
vehicles have been dam- 
aged by shrapnel or hit by 
fire, though its staffers don't 
believe it has been directly 
targeted, Mardini said. 
However, he  acknowl- 
edged the dire situation 
faced by medical facilities 
in the country. There have 
been at least 31 attacks 
on medical facilities and 
ambulances in the war, kill- 
ing at least 12 people and 
wounding 34 others, ac- 
cording to the World Health 
Organization. 

“This is a tragedy of armed 
confict happening — in 
densely populated ar- 
eas and where explosive 
weapons with large radius 
are used,” Mardini said. 
“And we've seen neigh- 
borhoods that have been 
damaged, flattened, and 
some hospitals have (been 
shelled), which, of course, 
is unacceptable because 
hospitals are protected by 
international humanitarian 


law.”C) 


Dutch, Australians launch case against Moscow over MH17 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — The 
Dutch and Australian gov- 
ernments have launched a 
legal case against Russia at 
the International Civil Avia- 
tion Organization seeking 
to hold Moscow account- 
able for its alleged role in 
the downing of Malaysia 
Airlines Flight MH17. 

The case announced Mon- 
day in The Hague and 
Canberra is the latest bid to 
hold Russia legally responsi- 
ble for the missile strike that 
brought down the passen- 
ger jet over eastern Ukraine 
on July 17, 2014, killing all 
298 people on board. 

An international investiga- 
tion concluded that the 
Amsterdam-to-Kuala Lum- 
pur flight was shot down 
from territory held by sepa- 
ratist rebels using a Buk mis- 
sile system that was driven 
into Ukraine from a Russian 


military base and then re- 
turned to the base. Mos- 
cow denies involvement. 

The Dutch government said 
the timing of the case isn’t 
connected to Russia’s inva- 
sion of Ukraine, but alluded 


to the devastating conflict 
in its announcement. 

Foreign Affairs Minister 
Wopke Hoekstra stressed 
that the Dutch government 
would continue to do alll it 
can to hold Russia respon- 


Judges and lawyers view the reconstructed wreckage of 
Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17, at the Gilze-Rijen military Airbase, 
southern Netherlands, on May 26, 2021. 
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sible. 
“The deaths of 298 civilians, 
including 196 Dutch citi- 


zens, cannot remain with- 
out consequences,” he 
said. “The current events in 
Ukraine underscore the cru- 
cial importance of that.” 
The Australian  govern- 
ment said in a statement 
that “Russia’s unprovoked 
and unjustified invasion of 
Ukraine and the escala- 
tion of its aggression un- 
derscores the need to con- 
tinue our enduring efforts to 
hold Russia to account for 
its blatant violation of inter- 
national law and the U.N. 
Charter, including threats 
to Ukraine’s sovereignty 
and airspace.” 

Among the victims were 38 
residents of Australia. 

The latest legal action 
comes as the Dutch mur- 
der trial in absentia of three 


Russians and a_ Ukrainian 
for their alleged roles in the 
downing of MH17 contin- 
ues. Verdicts are expected 
late this year. Prosecutors 
have sought life sentences 
for the suspects. Three of 
the suspects have boycot- 
ted the trial, one is repre- 
sented by a Dutch legal 
team, which insists he is in- 
nocent. 

The new ICAO case follows 
Russia’s decision to walk 
away in October 2020 from 
negotiations with the Neth- 
erlands and Australia over 
state responsibility for the 
flight's downing. 

Dutch Infrastructure Minis- 
ter Mark Harbers said the 
latest legal action is aimed 
at securing international 
recognition “that Russia is 
responsible for the MH17 
disaster. Next of kin have a 
right to that.”L) 


By RODNEY MUHUMUZA 
KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) 
— The leader of Somalia's 
semi-autonomous region of 
Somaliland has urged the 
international §= community 
to recognize his territory's 
quest for independence, 
saying negotiations with 
Somalia had failed. 

Muse Bihi Abdi charged 
that in a decade of talks 
"Somalia has demonstrated 
a complete lack of interest 
in meaningful dialogue," 
forcing Somaliland to press 
ahead with its quest for in- 
ternational recognition as 
an independent country. 
"Dialogue has failed to 
achieve its objectives," he 
said on Monday in Wash- 
ington at an event hosted 
by the Heritage Founda- 
tion, the conservative poli- 
cy think tank. 

Kevin Roberts, president of 
the Heritage Foundation, 
said he believes the "U.S. 
and Somaliland should be 
strong partners." In a region 
beset by violence and the 
threat of extremists, a rela- 
tively calm Somaliland of- 
fers the U.S. the possibility of 
"a truly sustainable partner- 
ship" in the Horn of Africa, 
Roberts said. 

"This territory, of its own ac- 
cord, has stuck with a dem- 
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Somaliland's leader makes pitch for autonomy in Washington 


A woman and child relax next to a mural of Somaliland's flag, in Hargeisa, Somaliland, a semi- 
autonomous breakaway region of Somalia, on Feb. 9, 2022. 


ocratic system and process 
for three decades. It hasn't 
been perfect, just like no 
democratic system is per- 
fect," he said. "But the old 
saying is that character is 
how you behave when no 
one is watching. Somallil- 
and has stayed faithful to 
democracy when_ hardly 
anyone is noticing." 

Abdi, who has been So- 
maliland's president since 
2017, said he was "pursuing 
all available avenues' in as- 


serting his territory's autono- 
my from Somalia. 

"The international commuvu- 
nity has a moral obligation 
to support Somaliland's pur- 
suit of international recog- 
nition," he said. 

Somaliland has no formal 
diplomatic relations with 
the U.S., and Abdi said he 
wants to see the U.S. joining 
some countries that main- 
tain a diplomatic presence 
in Hargeisa, the capital. 
Somaliland is strategical- 
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ly located by the Gulf of 
Aden, and Abdi spoke of 
recent efforts by his gov- 
ernment to refurbish the 
port of Berbera in efforts 
to open up the region to 
global trade. 

Somaliland's territory — of 
more than 3 million people 
broke away from Soma- 
lia in 1991 as the country 
collapsed into warlord-led 
conflict. 

Despite lacking internation- 
al recognition, Somaliland 


has maintained its own in- 
dependent government, 
currency and security sys- 
tem. The region has large- 
ly succeeded in holding 
regular elections over the 
years, including parliamen- 
tary polls held last year. 
Somaliland's relative stabil- 
ity over the years has sharp- 
ened the sense of failure 
in Somalia, where deadly 
attacks by Islamic extrem- 
ists are frequently reported 
and elections have been 
delayed because there is 
no agreement on how the 
vote should be carried out. 
Somalia. still sees Somailil- 
and as part of its territory. 

It remains unclear how the 
Somali federal government 
will resoond to Somaliland's 
move to seek international 
recognition as an indepen- 
dent country. Since 2012 
several rounds of talks over 
possible unification have 
failed to reach a break- 
through. 

Abdi said in his speech 
Monday that the war in 
Ukraine brought back pain- 
ful memories of deadly mili- 
tary conflict with Somalia. 
"We feel the pain and an- 
guish that the people of 
Ukraine feel because we 
went through the same ex- 
perience," he said.l) 


Julian Assange denied permission to 


By SYLVIA HUI and JILL LAW- 
LESS 

LONDON (AP) — Britain's 
top court on Monday re- 
fused WikiLeaks founder Ju- 
lian Assange permission to 
appeal against a decision 
to extradite him to the U.S. 
to face spying charges. 
The court said it refused be- 
cause the case "didn't raise 
an arguable point of law." 
Assange, 50, has sought for 
years to avoid a trial in the 
U.S. on a series of charges 
related to WikiLeaks' pub- 
lication of a huge trove of 
classified documents more 
than a decade ago. 

The case is now expected 
to be formally sent to British 
Home Secretary Priti Patel, 
who will decide whether to 
grant the extradition. 

A British district court judge 
had initially rejected a US. 
extradition request on the 
grounds that Assange was 


likely to kill himself if held 
under harsh U.S. prison 
conditions. U.S. authorities 
later provided assurances 
that the WikiLeaks founder 
wouldn't face the severe 
treatment that his lawyers 
said would put his physical 
and mental health at risk. 
In December, the High 
Court overturned the low- 
er court's decision, saying 
that the U.S. promises were 
enough to guarantee that 
Assange would be treated 
humanely. 

Monday's news narrows As- 
sange's options, but his de- 
fense team may still seek to 
take his case to the Europe- 
an Court of Human Rights. 
Nick Vamos, the former 
head of extradition at the 
Crown Prosecution Service, 
said Assange's lawyers can 
also seek to challenge oth- 
er points that he had lost 
in the original district Court 


decision. 
Barry Pollack, Assange's 
U.S.-based lawyer, — said 


Monday that it was "ex- 
tremely disappointing" that 
Britain's Supreme Court is 
unwilling to hear the ap- 
peal. 

"Mr. Assange will continue 
the legal process fight- 
ing his extradition to the 
United States to face crimi- 
nal charges for publishing 
truthful and newsworthy in- 
formation," he said. 
Assange's British lawyers, 
Birnberg Peirce Solicitors, 
said they can make sub- 
missions to the Home Sec- 
retary within the next four 
weeks, ahead of her mak- 
ing any decision. 

American prosecutors say 
Assange unlawfully helped 
U.S. Army intelligence ana- 
lyst Chelsea Manning steal 
classified diplomatic ca- 
bles and military files that 


appeal by UK's top court 


Wikileaks founder Julian Assange greets supporters from a bal- 
cony of the Ecuadorian embassy in London, May 19, 2017. 
Associated Press 


WikiLeaks later published, 
putting lives at risk. 

But supporters and law- 
yers for Assange argue 
that he was acting as a 
journalist and is entitled to 
First Amendment protec- 


tions of freedom of speech 
for publishing documents 
that exposed U.S. military 
wrongdoing in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. They argue 
that his case is politically 
motivated.l) 
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Ike’s Bistro unveils vegan smorgasbord 


EAGLE BEACH — Ike’s bistro at Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa sur- 
prises with an excellent, tasteful and varied vegan menu. Executive 
Chef Sandro Herold is obviously enthusiastic about the new offerings 
that fill up the place already. “People nowadays are a bit more con- 
scious about what they eat. This menu offers a wide variety with cre- 
ative vegan food items.” We asked some of the guests about their 
experience: “delicious”, “very tasty” “great food, great setting”. 
Even teens, in general not too fond of health food, applauded the 
offerings. “We did not even miss the meat”. Of course the restaurant 
also offers their extensive regular menu for the non-vegan guests 
containing all you wish From the Land or From the Sea. 


Vegan is hot now, says the chef, and we had that confirmed by sev- 
eral guests. Ike’s Bistro is an open air restaurant, located in the Man- 
chebo Beach Resort & Spa. Under a huge cabana with a view to 
the romantically lit pool of the resort you are seated in relaxed chairs 
and served by great waiters. And not unimportant: Covid-19 safe. 


Your senses are tickled because of the purity and freshness of the 
food items. You may choose for the unknown which is a three- 
course vegan chef tasting menu that can also be combined with 
a wine pairing. Or you select your choices from the menu. All dishes 
are 100% Vegan and are gluten-free unless labeled otherwise. 


COVID-19 


Testing Center 


Fit2fly 


NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! 


NAAT (Abott ID): 


Result in 30 minutes! 


PCR / Antigen Test 
SAME DAY RESULT! 


CVs, = 


Start with appetizers like Vegan Fish Taco, Chickpeas Tartare and 
Avocado, Spicy Buffalo Cauliflower Wings or Vegetable Tempura. 
Tomato Basil Soup or Lemongrass Carrot Ginger Soup are simply 
delicious as are the Arugula Jackfruit Salad or Mesclun Salad. For 
the main course pick your pick: Sesame Ginger Duck (contains glu- 
ten), Stuffed Corn Chips and Avocado, Grilled Fish Filet and Roast- 
ed Cauliflower or Truffle Porcini Risotto & Grilled Tofu. This heavenly 
healthy trip reaches its end destination with a scrumptious dessert: 
Caribbean Snickers, a must-try! All of those choices embrace your 
inner senses with their freshness and clear flavors. 


Vegan might be on the menu in many restaurants nowadays as ‘the 
other option’, but here at Ike’s Bistro they celebrate vegan and you 
get hooked, that is a promise. Passion, creativity, purity, dedication 
to a concept and a beautiful setting take care of an enchanting 
experience. Vegans and non-vegans are welcome, Manchebo 
Beach Resort & Spa has got it all covered.L) 


Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa — Ike’s Bistro 
J.E. Irausquin Boulevard 55 

Telephone +297 582 3444 

lIkesbistro.com 

Facebook Ike’s Bistro 


FORA lp 


SERV YS 


info@medcare.aw / www.medcare.aw 
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CASINO AND SHOPS 


Earn 


DOUBLE POINTS 


all day long! 


Use your Players’ Club card 


to play our slots and we'll 
DOUBLE your points! 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
Coming Soon: Auntie Anne’s Pretzels 


Albanbra Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com 


Play Responsibly. Visit www. gomblerienonymeus.org if you er someone you know has o gombling problem 


Exposition ‘Aruba Marine Life’ at the national library of Aruba 


Artist Luisa 
Elena Betancourt present- 
ed her exposition ‘Aruba 
Marine Life’ at our national 
library in Oranjestad. 


Oranjestad - 


This exposition will be open 
and displayed in the Expo- 
sition Room until the 31st of 
March, available for your 
viewing pleasure all day. 
The community of Aruba 
and our visitors are wel- 
come to see this beautiful 
exposition. 


sive. A collection that is full 
of pictures of fishes, other 
animals, plants and even 
corals. 


Luisa Elena Betancourt 
has also produced a book 
about marine life in our 
coast, in particular Mangel 
Halto and Boca Catalina. 
Her admiration towards 


marine life brings a lot of 
inspiration and a unique ar- 
tistic develooment. Many 


ist to paint on canvas and 
create a work of art in the 
form of digital collages. 


The presentation of Luisa’s 
book ‘Aruba Marine Life’ 
took place at the library as 
well. Director of the library 
Biblioteca Nacional Aruba, 
Astrid Britten, received 5 
copies of the book for the 
visitors and community to 
be able to read and lend. 
Edgard G. A. Vrolijk, presi- 
dent of Aruba’s Parliament 


Artist Luisa Elena Betan- 
court is an Artist of Ven- 
ezuelan descent who has 
been living in Aruba since 
2016. Luisa combines her 
work as an artist with an- 
other one of her passions 
which is underwater pho- 
tography. Taking pictures 
of marina life in the stun- 
ning beaches of Aruba, 
Luisa built a collection of 
marine life photos that are J 
s ? , 
exotic, unique and exten- y= 
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pictures inspired the Art- 


Honoring of loyal visitors at Aruba Blue Village 


EAGLE BEACH - Recently, Aruba Tourism 
Authority representative Mario Arends had 
the great pleasure to honor a loyal and 
friendly visitor of Aruba with a certificate. 
These certificates are a way to say “Masha 
Danki” for continuously choosing Aruba as 
a favorite vacation destination. The titles 
are as following: 10+ years “Distinguished 
Visitor”, 20+ years “Goodwill Ambassador” 
and 36+ years “Emerald Ambassador”. 


The honoree was Marcel Kloos from Noord 
Holland who has been honored as a Dis- 
tinguished Visitor. The symbolic honorary 
title is presented on behalf of the Minister 
of Tourism, as a token of appreciation to 
the guests who visit Aruba between 10, 20 
and 35 or more consecutive years. 


The esteemed visitor loves coming to the 
island for the great weather, feeling of be- 
ing the home away from home and all 3 
generations of the Kloos family coming to- 
gether. 


Mr. Arends together with the representa- 
tives of Aruba Blue Village presented the 
certificates to the honorees, handed over 
some presents and also thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their favorite vacation 
destination and as their home-away-from- 
home.) 


also received a copy of the 
book. 


This book is a proof of Aru- 
ba’s underwater beauty 


and will help everyone get 
to know all the creatures 
that live in our coasts. A 
wonderful world to protect 
and preserve. (] 
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Foreign Trade, Fourth Quarter 2021 


Oranjestad - The Ceniral 
Bureau of Statistics presents 
the most important findings 
for the Foreign Trade of the 


(weight) 

Export from the free cir- 
culation area of Aruba, in 
terms of weight, registered 


Table 1 Import by quarter, 2070-7071 
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tion area of Aruba, in terms 
of weight, registered an 
increase of 26.4% in the 
fourth quarter of 2021 (159.0 
min. kg), compared to the 
same period in 2020 (125.8 
mln. kg). During this period, 
fifteen (15) of the twenty- 
one (21) sections regis- 
tered increases in terms of 
weight in import to the free 
circulation area of Aruba. 
The largest increases are 
observed for the sections 
“Mineral products” (28.5 
min. kg), “Base metals and 
derivated works” (1.6 mln. 
kg), and “Live animals and 
other animal products” (1.6 
min. kg). 


The largest decreases are 
observed for the sections 
“Works of stone, gypsum, 
cement, asbestos” (-1.5 
min. kg), “Chemical prod- 
ucts” (-0.5 mln. kg) and 
“Machinery & electrotech- 
nical equipment (new & re- 
newed)” (-0.3 mln. kg). 


Import to the free circula- 
tion area of Aruba* (value) 
Import to the free circu- 
lation area of Aruba, in 


min.), “Food products” (Afi. 
23.8 min.), “Mineral prod- 
ucts” (Afl. 18.7 min.) and 
“Real pearls (natural) and 
other precious stones” (Afi. 
17.8 min.). 


The only decrease is ob- 
served for the sections 
“Works of art, collectors 
pieces and antiques” (Af. 
-0.4 min.). 


Import to the free Zone of 
Aruba 

Import to the free Zone of 
Aruba, in terms of weight, 
registered an increase of 
12.9% in the fourth quarter 
of 2021 (2.2 min. kg) com- 
pared to the same period in 
2020 (2.0 mln. kg), while, in 
terms of value, it increased 
by 33.5% from Afl. 23.1 min. 
to Afl. 30.8 min. 


The abovementioned Im- 
port (to the free calculation 
area of Aruba) is the result 


port by Air, which had the 
following developments: 


Import to the free circula- 
tion area of Aruba* by Sea 
Import by Sea to the free 
circulation area of Aruba, 
in terms of weight, regis- 
tered an increase of 26.4% 
in the fourth quarter of 2021 
(158.2 mln. kg) Compared 
to the same period in 2020 
(125.2 mln. kg), while, in 
terms of value, the import 
by Sea increased by 38.7% 
from Afl. 344.3 min. to Af). 
477.7 min. 


Import to the free circula- 
tion area of Aruba* by Air 

Import by Air to the free cir- 
culation area of Aruba, in 
terms of weight, increased 
by 32.0% from 0.6 min. kg in 
the fourth quarter of 2020 
to 0.8 min. kg in the fourth 
quarter of 2021, while, in 
terms of value, the import 
by Air increased by 58.6% 


Table 2 Export by quarter, 2020-2021 


113.5 min. 


Import to the free circu- 
lation area of Aruba* by 
Large companies 

Import by “Large compa- 
nies”, in terms of weight, in- 
creased by 16.5% from 20.4 
min. kg in the fourth quarter 
of 2020 to 23.8 min. kg in 
the fourth quarter of 2021, 
while, in terms of value, it in- 
creased by 34.2% from Afi. 
34.7 min. to Afl. 46.5 min. 


Total Export 

The total export, in terms 
of weight, registered an 
increase of 95.2% in the 
fourth quarter of 2021 (7.2 
min. kg) compared to the 
same period of 2020 (5.5 
min. kg), while, in terms of 
value, the total export in- 
creased by 27.7% from Afi. 
34.7 min. to Afl. 44.3 min. 


Export from the free cir- 
culation area of Aruba* 


The largest decreases are 
observed for the sections 
“Food products” (-0.2 min. 
kg), “Transport equipment” 
(-0.1 min. kg) and “Chemi- 
cal products” (-0.1 mln. kg). 


Export from the free circula- 
tion area of Aruba* (value) 
Export from the free cir- 
culation area of Aruba, in 
terms of value, registered 
a decrease of 24.0% in the 
fourth quarter of 2021 (Af. 
12.5 mln.) compared to 
the same period in 2020 
(Afl. 16.5 min.). Fourteen 
(14) of the twenty-one (21) 
sections, registered de- 
creases in terms of value 
in the export from the free 
circulation area of Aruba. 
The largest decreases are 
observed for the sections 
“Real pearls (natural) and 
other precious stones” (Afl. 
-1.4 mlin.), “Optical instru- 
ments, apparatus and 
equipment” (Afl. -1.2 min.) 
and “Chemical products” 
(Afl. -0.6 min.). 

The largest increases are 
observed for the sections 
“Works of stone, gypsum, 
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How buy now, pay later loans could alter credit 


By LIZ WESTON of NerdWal- 
let 

Expanding access to credit 
is a worthy goal. Too many 
people can't get a mort- 
gage or an emergency 
loan at a reasonable rate 
because they can't show 
a solid credit history. They 
may pay more for insur- 
ance or make large secu- 
rity deposits to get utilities or 
rent an apartment. 
Recently, the three major 
credit bureaus announced 
plans to incorporate "buy 
now, pay later’ plans, a 
hugely popular type of 
point-of-sale financing that 
until now remained most- 
ly outside the traditional 
credit ecosystem. 

But no one should expect 
that their buy now, pay 
later purchases will instant- 
ly open the door to better 
credit. If you want reliable 
access to the largest num- 
ber of lenders, building 
credit through traditional 
means is still the better 
route. 

BUY NOW, PAY LATER LOANS 
SOAR IN POPULARITY 

If you bought anything on- 
line recently, you likely en- 
countered a buy now, pay 
later option that offered to 
split your purchase into a 
few installment payments. 
Retailers partner with lend- 
ers such as Affirm, Afterpay 
and Klarna to offer the pay- 
ment plans, which typically 
don't require a hard credit 
check and may not charge 
interest. With the popular 
four payment option, for 
example, you pay off your 
balance in four equal, in- 
terest-free installments due 
every other week. Instead 
of charging interest, lend- 
ers get a percentage of 
what you spend from the 
retailer, similar to the inter- 
change fees charged by 
credit cards. 

Buy now, pay later services 
proliferated as the pan- 
demic shifted much shop- 
ping online, but the plans 
are now available for travel 
and health care and as an 
option at some brick-and- 
mortar retail stores. Nearly 
100 million people used a 
buy now, pay later option 
in the past year, says Liz Pa- 
gel, senior vice president of 
consumer lending for credit 
bureau TransUnion. 


This undated file photo provided by NerdWallet shows Liz Weston, a columnist for personal finance 


website NerdWallet.com. 


Like all easy credit, these 
plans can tempt people to 
overspend. Buy now, pay 
later loans also are largely 
unregulated and lack the 
consumer protections that 
cover credit card and deb- 
it purchases. In addition, 
the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau is inves- 
tigating how buy now, pay 
later lenders use the pay- 
ment and shopping data 
they harvest from custom- 
ers. 

CREDIT BUREAUS ARE STILL 
WORKING OUT THE DETAILS 
The credit bureaus want 
access to that payment 
data, hoping they can of- 
fer more traditional lenders 
insights into how these bor- 


rowers might handle other 
types of credit. 

The bureaus aren't being 
altruistic, of course. They're 
private businesses that 
want to profit. But in doing 
so, the bureaus could help 
expand access to credit by 
identifying borrowers who 
could likely handle credit 
among the millions of "invis- 
ibles" — people who don't 
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have a credit history — as 
well as those who have too 
little information in their files 
to generate credit scores. 
TransUnion's Pagel has 
called buy now, pay later 
data the greatest financial 
inclusion opportunity in a 
generation. 

How the bureaus will go 
about this is still a work in 
progress. Two of them, 


TransUnion and Experian, 
say that for now, the infor- 
mation won't be included 
in regular credit reports, 
but lenders will be able to 
request it. The third bureau, 
Equifax, says it will incorpo- 
rate the data into people's 
credit reports. But the lead- 
ing credit scoring compa- 
ny, FICO, is still studying buy 
now, pay later data to see 
how well it predicts how 
people might handle oth- 
er credit. There's not even 
agreement among the bu- 
reaus yet about whether 
the loans should be treated 
as revolving debt, like cred- 
it cards, or as installment 
loans, which typically last 
much longer. 

"It's such an important 
question because how it's 
reported makes a definite 
difference in how it will im- 
pact the score," says Ethan 
Dornhelm, FICO's vice pres- 
ident of scores and predic- 
tive analytics. 

HOW YOU CAN BUILD BET- 
TER CREDIT NOW 

If you're currently trying to 
build or rebuild credit, you 
probably don't want to 
wait around for these de- 
tails to get sorted out. 
Consider asking someone 
responsible with credit to 
add you as an authorized 
user to their credit card. 
Other options include a 
credit-builder loan or a se- 
cured credit card from a 
lender that reports to alll 
three bureaus.Credit-build- 
er loans, offered by credit 
unions or online, place the 
money you borrow into a 
savings account or cer- 
tificate of deposit that you 
can reclaim after you make 
all the monthly payments. 
A secured credit card typi- 
cally gives you a line of 
credit equal to the deposit 
you make at the issuing 
bank. These aren't instant 
fixes for bad or no credit, of 
course, but they're proven 
ways to expand your own 
access to credit now.L) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 
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Yesterday's Cryptuquute: GIVING BIRTH IS 
LIKE TAKING YOUR LOWER LIP AND FORCING 
IT OVER YOUR HEAR. CAROL BURNETT 


War censorship exposes Putin's leaky 
internet controls 
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Pages from the U.S. State Department's Global Engagement 
Center report released on Aug. 5, 2020, are seen in this photo. 


By FRANK BAJAK and BAR- 
BARA ORTUTAY AP 
Technology Writers 
BOSTON (AP) — _ Long 
before waging war on 
Ukraine, President Vladimir 
Putin was working to make 
Russia’s internet a powerful 
tool of surveillance and so- 
cial control akin to China's 
so-called Great Firewall. 
So when Western tech 
companies began cutting 
ties with Russia following its 
invasion, Russian investiga- 
tive journalist Andrei Sol- 
datov was alarmed. He’d 
spent years exposing Rus- 
sian censorship and feared 
that well-intentioned — ef- 
forts to aid Ukraine would 
instead help Putin isolate 
Russians from the free flow 
of information, aiding the 
Kremlin's propaganda 
ar. “Look, guys the only 
space the Russians have 
to talk about Ukraine. and 
what is going on in Russia. is 
Facebook,” Soldatov, now 
exiled in London. wrote on 
Facebook in the war’s first 
week. “You cannot just, 
like, kill our access.” Face- 
book didn’t, although the 
Kremlin soon picked up 
that baton, throttling both 
Facebook and Twitter so 
badly they are effectively 
unreachable on the Rus- 
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sian internet. 

Putin has also blocked 
access to both Western 
media and independent 
news sites in the country, 
and a new law criminal- 
izes spreading information 
that contradicts the gov- 
emment’s line. On Friday, 
the Kremlin said it would 
also restrict access to Ins- 
tagram. By early Monday, 
the network monitor Net- 
Blocks reported the social 
network throttled across 
multiple Russian internet 
providers. 

Yet the Kremlin’s latest 
censorship efforts have re- 
vealed serious shortcom- 
ings in the government's 
bigger plans to. straight- 
jacket the internet. Any 
Russian with a modicum 
of tech smarts can circum- 
vent government efforts to 
starve Russians of fact. 

For instance, the govern- 
ment has so far had only 
limited success blocking 
the use of software known 
as virtual private networks, 
or VPNs, that allows users to 
evade content restrictions. 
The same goes for Putin’s 
attempts to restrict the use 
of other censorship-evad- 
ing software. 

That puts providers of in- 
ternet bandwidth and as- 
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sociated services sympa- 
thetic to Ukraine’s plight in 
a tough spot. On one side, 
they face public pressure 
to punish the Russian state 
and economic reasons 
to limit services at a time 
when bills might well go un- 
paid. On the other, they're 
wary of helping stifle a free 
flow of information that 
can counter Kremlin disin- 
formation — for instance, 
the state’s claim that Rus- 
sia’s military is heroically 
“liberating” Ukraine from 
fascists. 

Amazon Web Services, a 
major provider of cloud 
computing services, con- 
tinues to operate in Rus- 
sia, although it says it’s not 
taking on any new cus- 
tomers. Both Cloudflare, 
which helps shield websites 
from denial-of-service at- 
tacks and malware, and 
Akamai, which boosts site 
performance by putting in- 
ternet content closer to its 
audience, also continue to 
serve their Russian Custom- 
ers, with exceptions includ- 
ing cutting off state-owned 
companies and firms under 
sanctions.L) 
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House For Sale 

San Minquel Noord 

3 Bedroom 2 bath with pool 

5 min drive to best beaches 

In world near all top restaurant 
and 

Supermarket 

Price : $475 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For Sale 

Palm beach 

3 Bedroom , 2 1/2 Bath 

Pool and garage 

5 min walk from famous palm 
beach 

Price : $650 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For sale 
Savaneta near Zeerover 
3 BR 2 bath on a property land 
5 min walk from the water 
Price : $ 220K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
215217 
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For Sale by Owner 
Caribbean Palm Village Resort HEALTH 


o a 
Wk 50-2BR/28th, $1,900 
Wks 51852-/2BR/28th, $2,900 DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Wks 51&52/1BR/2Bth, $1,900 


Wk 52-1BR/2Bth, $2,500 Tare rae 
HTTA HTTA Le Vent Wk SERB $1.900 Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Are you looking to sell Divi Village Eagle Beach A mo Tel. 527 4000 
your time share in Aruba ? Eagle Beach 3 Bedroom , 3 bath Wk 12-1 BR/2Bth, $1,200 . 
Contact us local experts now for Studio week 13 room # 6206 Ground floor $ 870 K Wk 13-2 BR/2Bth, $1,300 San Nicolas 
37 years giving wonderfull Studio week 14 room # 6205 2 Bedroom , 2 Bath Contact: Imsan 24 hours 
service 20 weeks remain on each Ground floor $ 675 K sales.aruba@hotmail.com Tel.524 8833 
In a wonderfull way Price :$7 K each 2 Bedroom , 2 bath 248060 
Call :011-297-630-1307 Call : 011-297-630-1307 Top floor $ 990 K For Sale by Owner PHARMACY ON DUTY 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com johnnypaesch@gmail.com Call :011-297-630-1307 Eagle Aruba Resort & Casino Oranjestad: 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com johnnypaesch@gmail.com Weeks 2,3,4 Botica Trupial Tel. 583 8560 
HTTA Three Bedroom Suite reents a 4606 
HTTA Dutch Village Azure Beach Residences Unit #3508 pie tke 
Looking to Buy Eagle beach Eagle Beach $14,950.00 per wk OTHER 
weeks at Marriott Studio week 12 room #33 3 Bedroom 3 bath Contact Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Surf and Ocean Club 30 weeks remain Pool / view sales.aruba@hotmail.com Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
All size and view and season Price: $9K Price : $ 1,050,000 215098 +~=—« (Urgent Care 586 0448 
Call :011-297-630-1307 Call : 011-297-630-1307 Call :01 1-297-630-1307 Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com johnnypaesch@gmail.com johnnypaesch@gmail.com fees) Mar cBbiee +297 588 0539 
: penne iach ae nr Week 2/1113 (17k): 
HTTA HTTA Blue Residences Teese en EMERGENCY 
ees Week 8/1113 (18k); Poli 100 
Renaissance Ocean Suites Divi Village Eagle Beach iscalsaen (aie: olice 
Private Islands Eagle beach 2 Bedroom , 2 Bath is (18k); Oranjestad 527 3140 
: Week 9/1218 (16k); Noord 527 3200 
1 BR DLX week 10 and 11 2 BR 2 bath week 13 Beach view 
: Week 10/1207 (16k); Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
Room # 2353 Ocean Front Room # 3512 Price : $ 699K San Nicolas 584 5000 
dees Week 13/1509 (13k); 
Price :$10 K each 29 weeks remain all accelerated Call :01 1-297-630-1307 Police Tipline 11141 
: : . Week 14/1308 (13k); : 
1 BR DLX week 14 Expire :2036 johnnypaesch@gmail.com Week 15/1217 (10k [Ambulancia 911 
Room # 2348 Ocean Front Price :$10 K ste : ( i Fire Dept. 115 
Price :$ 10 K Call :011-297-630-1307 Acqua condominium Aruba wnen@Siiall-com Red Cross 582 2219 
’ ; . U.S. Cell: (860)992-3890 
Call :011-297-630-1307 johnnypaesch@gmail.com Palm Beach nae (TAXI SERVICES 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 2 — , 2 bath Taxi Tas 587 5900 
HTTA peelwiew Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
HTTA Divi Village Price : $ 650 K AOA Taxi D.TS. 587 2300 
Renaissance ocean Suites Eagle beach Call:01 1-297-630-1307 Tz iD) AY Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
Private Islands 1 BR floating weeks johnnypaesch@gmail.com bd ® A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
1 BR Week 14 room # 2348 Platinum F-Building Edit 
1 BR Week 14 room #2521 14 weeks remain Pearl Aruba condos ator TRAVEL INF 
1BRW. bassin Caribbean Speed Printers N.V. Oo 
eek 14 room # 2541 Price: $6K Eagle beach k NV. Acc.#332668 ; 
1 BR Week 15 room #2111 Calll :011-297-630-1307 2 bedroom , 2 bath ae ee 
one aes Caribbean Mercantile BankNV. — american Airlines 582 2700 
Price :$8 K each johnnypaesch@gmail.com Pool / view Acc. #23951903 Avianca 588 0059 
Call :01 1-297-630-1307 Price : $ 369 K RBC Royal Bank Acc.#1330772 (jet Blue 588 2244 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com Condo For Sale Call :011-297-630-1307 Assistant Director Surinam 582 7896 
Tierra Del Sol johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
: Xiomara Arends 
HTTA Golf 24 hour security Land For Sale San Barbola AID FOUNDATIONS 
La Quita Beach resort 3 Bedroom 2 1/2 bath Property 349 mt2 Editors ; ; 
Eagle beach Ocean view with garage Price US$70.000 Pilar Flores atl Impaired 
2 BR town house ase #9 Price: $475 K Call 594 4982 whspp only Liza Koolman (Management assistant) 
Room # 212 Ocean View Call :01 1-297-630-1307 leilavalderrama@hotmail.com : Icoholics Anonymous 
5 ci F ' Richard Brooks el. 736 2952 
Price :$11 K johnnypaesch@gmail.com 215214 


Narcotics Anonymous 


Call : 011-297-630-1307 — Sales 
; ; — = JDIA Tel. 583 8989 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com bk 1 2).\ Liza Koolman Fundacion Contra Violencia 


i Sulaika Croes Relacional Tel. 583 5400 
se How to,seach us oma 
Casa Del Mar W Ke i) Classifieds Tel. 524 8888 

Eagle beach classified@cspnv.com Child Abuse Prevention 
41 BR Week 9/10 \Tel. 582 4433 


Room # 1329 $9K each Distribution and Collection 


2 BR week 9/10 

Room # 1302 $17 K each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


(Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


accounting@bondia.com General Info 


Social / Website Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Juan Luis Pinto 


Columnists 
jae se : Anthony Croes 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach Weststraat 22 
1 Bedroom 2 bath T: 582-7800 


Week # 13 room #763 

26 weeks remain 

Price :15 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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AP Film Writer 

Pathos and action are 
found in equal parts in" The 
Adam Project," the latest 
attempt by Netflix to cre- 
ate the kind of throwback 
blockbuster that you might 
have paid to see in movie 
theaters. 

Starring Ryan Reynolds as 
a time traveling pilot and 
directed by Shawn Levy, 
the movie takes the old cli- 
che about what you'd tell 
your younger self and adds 
PG-13 snark, space action, 
"Guardians of the Galaxy" 
energy, a megalomaniac 
businesswoman, a dead 
father and a lost love to the 
mix. And it's pretty satisfying 
popcorm fare with some 
genuinely affecting beats. 
All that's missing is some 
Harry Chapin. 

This is a project that has 
been around for a decade 
— at one point Tom Cruise 
was attached. But it lan- 
guished in development 
and rewrites (there are four 
screenwriters credited and 
Jonathan Tropper is the last 
to have touched it) until 
Netflix acquired it and in 
less than two years it's a fin- 
ished product. 

In "The Adam _ Project," 
we're introduced to a 
40-something Adam (Reyn- 
olds) in the middle of a 
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a scene from "The Adam Project." 


space chase. He's quick- 
witted and unflappable, so 
i's supposed to be jarring 
to cut back to see middle 
school Adam (Walker Sco- 
bell in his debut) as the lit- 
tle guy with the big mouth 
who is prone to getting in 
fights and losing. 

Adam and his mom (Jen- 
nifer Garner) are hanging 
on by a thread in the year 
after they lost his dad (Mark 
Ruffalo) in an accident. But 
before things get too real, 
adult Adam shows up in 
the past at their house and 


breaks all the known time 
travel rules when he ac- 
cidentally runs into young 
Adam. This is a movie uni- 
verse in which "Back to the 
Future 2" exists. 

Adult Adam. isn't there 
for young Adam, he just 
needs to treat his wound 
before going to look for 
his wife (Zoe Saldana). The 
older self is dismissive, the 
younger one is desperate 
to know when he'll start 
getting ripped and having 
luck with girls. Reynolds and 
Scobell are a good match. 
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And of course adult Adam 
is On a journey to make 
peace with his younger self 
and his parents — Mom 
takes five minutes at a bar 
(i's @ good scene) and 
Dad takes the rest of the 
film. This is ultimately a film 
about boys and their dads. 
Levy is a director who has 
found a successful lane in 
studio-made crowd pleas- 
ers like "Date Night," "Night 
at the Museum" and "Free 
Guy," which also. starred 
Reynolds. While they might 
not be the kind of things 


school, they do have their 
place as uncynical, nostal- 
gic and rewatchable pop- 
corn fare (even Amblin- 
esque, if we must) with just 
enough heart to make you 
feel like you haven't con- 
sumed junk food. 

But nostalgia can be a 
tricky game for people out- 
side of the dominant group 
and "The Adam Project" 
filmmakers could benefit 
from a little post-game in- 
trospection about the fact 
that they've made a lov- 
ing film about family and 
forgiveness and made the 
villain a highly successful 
businesswoman (Catherine 
Keener) whose origin story 
stems from her bitterness 
about having no husband 
or children because she 
devoted her life to work. 
Keener looks like she's hav- 
ing enough fun among the 
special effects and a de- 
aged version of herself. But 
it's hard to shake the feeling 
that we've somehow gone 
back to another staple of 
1980s films that should have 
stayed in the past: When 
single, childless career 
women were the threats to 
marriages and domesticity. 
This, I'm certain, is not part 
of the retro vibe they were 
going for but unfortunately 
they did.) 


CNN+ streams start March 29; MSNBC to stream programming 
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This image shows the logo for the new CNN streaming service 
CNN+ debuting March 29. 


By DAVID BAUDER 

AP Media Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
CNN+ paid streaming ser- 
vice will debut March 29 
with programming head- 
lined by network stars like 
Anderson Cooper, Wolf 
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Blitzer and Jake Tapper, 
along with poached per- 
sonalities Audie Cornish, 
Kasie Hunt and Chris Wal- 
lace. 

Customers will be charged 
$5.99 a month or $59.99 to 
get the service, with a spe- 


cial deal for charter sub- 
scribers. 

CNN's announcement on 
Friday comes a day after 
MSNBC said that it will offer 
much of its television lineup 
on a time-delayed basis 
on the Peacock Premium 
streaming service, which is 
available for $4.99 a month. 
Fox News' Fox Nation ser- 
vice has been operating 
since 2018, and recently 
inked actor Kevin Costner 
to narrate a documentary 
series on the Yellowstone 
national park. 

News outlets known mostly 
for television are making 
some of their most ag- 
gressive moves in stream- 
ing these days, betting on 
its growing importance. 
While broadcast networks 
ABC, CBS and NBC News 
each offer breaking news- 


oriented streaming services 
for free, the cable outlets 
CNN, Fox News and MS- 
NBC will all have products 
behind pay walls. 

CNN+ is a particular prior- 
ity for that company, and 
many in the industry are 
watching to see if its mo- 
mentum will be stalled by 
the recent ouster of net- 
work chief Jeff Zucker. 
Some of its fare will feel fa- 
miliar, like a traditional daily 
newscast anchored by 
Blitzer and a newsletter-like 
morning look at the day's 
top stories hosted by Kate 
Bolduan. Elsewhere, famil- 
iar personalities will stretch 
a little: Cooper will do a 
show that offers parenting 
advice, while Tapper inter- 
views newsmaking authors. 
Wallace, who left Fox News 
in December, will do a daily 


interview show, "Who's Talk- 
ing to Chris Wallace?" Hunt, 
formerly of NBC News, will 
anchor a daily political 
show. Former NPR personal- 
ity Cornish will do a weekly 
interview show, "20 Ques- 
tions with Audie Cornish." 
Jemele Hill, Don Lemon, 
Christiane Amanpour, busi- 
ness expert Scott Galloway 
and former basketball star 
Rex Chapman will have 
programs. CNN+ will also 
make several original series 
and films available on de- 
mand. 

MSNBC said that in early 
spring that Peacock will of- 
fer some fare, like "Morning 
Joe" and programs hosted 
by Nicolle Wallace, Ari 
Melber, Joy Reid and Chris 
Hayes available on a time- 
delayed basis on Peacock 
Premium. L) 


By TIM DAHLBERG 

Once again, hope springs 
eternal, at least on the 
ballfields in Arizona and 
Florida. Soon, there will be 
spring training games and 
then a season that even 
the collective greed of Ma- 
jor League Baseball owners 
and players couldn't derail. 
Just how much the labor 
dispute turns off fans is any- 
one's guess. Baseball has 
been losing followers for 
other reasons for some time 
now, so delaying opening 
day for a few days may 
turn out fo be a mere blip. 
And while the game may 
be deeply flawed, the out- 
pouring of disgust about 
the lockout was an indica- 
tion there's a core of pas- 
sionate followers. 

Baseball is back and for 
that we should all be grate- 
ful. That makes this week 
special all by itself. 

But there's more, lots more. 
Sports are about to deliver, 
just when we need them 
the most. 

Aside from spring training 
games, there's the bonus of 
an MLB free-agency frenzy 
that will make some teams 
and remake others. NFL 
free agency begins, too, 
kicking off several weeks of 
offseason intrigue — includ- 
ing Tom Brady's unretire- 
ment — that will culminate 
next month in what will 
surely be the glitziest draft 
ever on the Las Vegas Strip. 
There's a Monday finish at 
The Player's Champion- 
ship, which serves as a tasty 
reminder that the Mas- 
ters lurks only a few weeks 
away. No, Tiger Woods 
won't be playing and Phil 
Mickelson may not either, 
but it's a new era in golf 
that offers a new kind of in- 


trigue. 
And, of course, March 
Madness begins with a 


bang and any of two doz- 
en teams might have a re- 
alistic shot at winning the 
national championship this 
year. Filling out brackets 
has never been tougher 
but for many there's now 
opportunity at the sports- 
books, too, if brackets get 
busted before the week is 
finished. 

It's all a diversion from 
the serious troubles in the 
world, as sports offen are. 


The games solve nothing in 
the real world, but for a few 
hours we can forget about 
things like war and inflation 
and immerse ourselves into 
an alternate reality where 
we know the score and un- 
derstand the rules. 

Two years after the pan- 
demic shut everything 
down, almost every sport 
is back at full roar and ful- 
ly open to fans — masked 
and unmasked. 

It's not just one week, ei- 
ther. The NBA and NHL are 
deep into the best parts of 
their seasons, with the play- 
offs looming in just a few 
weeks. The Kentucky Derby 
and Indianapolis 500 don't 
seem that far away, and 
there are so many sports 
crammed in between that 
the biggest issue for many 
fans will be figuring out how 


they re neede 


SPORTS 


training baseball, Sunday, March 13, 2022, in Tampa, Fla. 
Associated Press 


to watch them alll. 

Did | mention there will 
soon be spring football? 
Yes the USFL is back in a 
new iteration for diehard 
football fans, and this time 
it may just work because 
the deep pockets of Fox 


Sports are behind it. 

Major League Soccer has 
just begun, and _ there's 
probably more happening 
in soccer, too, but for now 
we'll just have to be content 
enjoying the machinations 
surrounding the forced sale 
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d the most 


of the Chelsea club by its 
soon-to-be former owner, 
Russian oligarch Roman 
Abramovich. 

And be glad that millionaire 
players and billionaire own- 
ers found enough common 
ground to give us some- 
thing resembling a normal 
season — the schedule and 
rhythm that are both famil- 
iar and reassuring, and the 
opening of spring training 
giving us some hope that a 
good summer will follow. 
This week, Clayton Kershaw 
will be on the mound in Ari- 
zona, as will Shohei Ohtani, 
who will be warming up his 
bat and his arm. In Florida, 
Aaron Judge will take his 
first hacks and the Minne- 
sota Twins will desperately 
search for some pitching 
(and bring Sonny Gray into 
the fold). 
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Tom Brady is returning to Tampa to 


By ROB MAADDI AP 

Pro Football Writer 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Tom 
Brady's retirement lasted 40 
days. 

Brady said Sunday he's re- 
turning to the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers for his 23rd NFL 
season. 

The seven-time Super Bowl 
champion announced his 
decision on Twitter and In- 
stagram, saying he has "un- 
finished business." The news 
stole the spotlight from the 
NCAA's Selection Sunday. 
"These past two months 
I've realized my place is still 
on the field and not in the 
stands," Brady wrote. "That 
time will come. But it's not 
now. | love my teammates, 
and | love my supportive 
family. They make it all pos- 
sible. I'm coming back for 
my 23rd season in Tampa." 
Brady led the Buccaneers 
to a Super Bowl title follow- 
ing the 2020 season and 
NFC South championship 
last season. He teamed 
with coach Bill Belichick to 
win six Super Bowls during 
20 seasons with the New 
England Patriots. 

The 44-year-old Brady led 
the NFL in yards passing 
(5,316), touchdowns (43), 
completions (485) and at- 
tempts (719) in 2021, but the 
Buccaneers lost at home to 
the Los Angeles Rams in the 
divisional round. 

"Tom Brady loves to play 
football as much as anyone 
| have ever been around,” 
Buccaneers coach Bruce 
Arians said. "As Tom said, 
his place right now is on 
the football field. He is still 
playing at a champion- 
ship level and was as pro- 


a 


play 23rd season in NFL 


Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady (12) throws a pass against the Los Angeles Rams 
during the first half of an NFL divisional round playoff football game Jan. 23, 2022, in Tampa, Fla. 


ductive as anyone in the 
league last season. We are 
ecstatic that he decided to 
continue playing and work- 
ing toward winning anoth- 
er championship." 

Brady cited his desire to 
spend more time with his 
wife, supermodel Gisele 
Bundchen, and three chil- 
dren when he decided to 
walk away from the game 
on Feb. 1. But he changed 
his mind about staying 
home, a day after attend- 
ing the Manchester United 
match against Tottenham 
Hotspur. Brady sat with the 
Glazer Family, who own 
Manchester United and the 
Buccaneers. 

His reversal sent shock 
waves throughout the 
sports world, and his team- 
mates and Buccaneers 


fans reacted with jubilation. 
All-Pro right tackle Tristan 
Wirfs called it "Unreal." Re- 
ceivers Mike Evans and 
Chris Godwin shared their 
joy in emojis. 

Giants safety Logan Ryan 
said Brady's return is "good 
for football." Rams star cor- 
nerback Jalen Ramsey 
tweeted: "THANK YOU! 
throw that last touchdown 
on somebody else." 

Many Hall of Fame players 
across several sports re- 
turned to playing after retir- 
ing, including Michael Jor- 
dan, Magic Johnson and 
Bob Cousy in the NBA, Brett 
Favre and Reggie White in 
the NFL, Guy Lafleur and 
Mario Lemieux in the NHL. 
The Buccaneers are hope- 
ful star tight end Rob 
Gronkowski also returns. 


Associated Press 


Brady convinced his bud- 
dy to unretire to join him in 
Tampa in 2020. The team 
lost Pro Bowl guard Ali Mar- 
pet, who retired at age 28. 
But Godwin is staying after 
getting the franchise tag. 
Brady's decision comes 
right before the NFL free 
agency period begins. The 
Bucs have several key play- 
ers set to hit the open mar- 
ket: running back Leonard 
Fournette, cornerback Car- 
ton Davis, safety Jordan 
Whitehead, linebacker Ja- 
son Pierre-Paul, defensive 
tackle Ndamukong_ Suh, 
Gronkowski and others. 
They kept one of those key 
players when Pro Bowl cen- 
ter Ryan Jensen agreed to 
a three-year contract late 
Sunday night, his agent 
Mike McCartney said on 


Twitter. 

Brady's return should im- 
pact their decisions and 
the team's plans. Tampa's 
odds for winning the Super 
Bowl went from 25:1 to 7 
1/2:1, tied with Green Bay 
for second-best behind 
Buffalo at 7:1, according to 
FanDuel Sportsbook. 

"We are thrilled that Tom 
has decided to come back 
this season," Bucs general 
manager Jason Licht said. 
"We said we would leave 
all options open for him 
should he reconsider his 
retirement and today's an- 
nouncement is something 
we have been preparing 
for in recent days. 

"Bruce and | have had 
plenty of conversations 
with Tom recently that led 
us to believe there was a 
realistic chance he would 
want to come back. Tom 
is the greatest quarterback 
of all time who is still playing 
at an elite level. With this 
decision now made, we will 
continue to move forward 
with our offseason plans to 
reload this roster for anoth- 
er championship run." 
Brady is the NFL's career 
leader in yards passing 
(84,520) and TDs (624). He's 
the only player to win more 
than five Super Bowls and 
has been MVP of the game 
five times. 

Brady has won three NFL 
MVP. awards, been a first- 
team All-Pro three times 
and selected to the Pro 
Bowl 15 times. He is 243-73 
in his career in the regular 
season and 35-12 in the 
playoffs. 

He's back to build on all 
those numbers.L) 


Musher Brent Sass calls for his team to go as he departs the Idi- 
tarod Trail Sled Dog Race in Unalakleet, Alaska on Saturday, 


March 12, 2022. 
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Brent Sass maintains Iditarod lead but 
cautious about Seavey 


By MARK THIESSEN 
Associated Press 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) 
— Brent Sass hasn't seen 
another musher for hun- 
dreds of miles, a_ pretty 
good sign when your'e 
leading the Iditarod Trail 
Sled Dog Race. 

Sass arrived in the check- 
point at White Mountain 
at 11:05 a.m. Monday and 
picked up $2,500 for being 
first into the community. 


White Mountain is where 
mushers must take a man- 
datory eight-hour layover 
before making the final 77- 
mile (124-kilometer) push 
along Alaska's western 
coastline and the Bering 
Sea ice to the finish line in 
Nome. 

"No way, not quite yet," he 
told a film crew Sunday 
night for the Iditarod In- 
sider website when asked 
if he's allowing himself to 


start thinking about the fin- 
ish line. 

"We're not there yet," Sass 
said when he stopped at 
the checkpoint in the vil- 
lage of Koyuk. "It's been a 
good run, but he's still right 
back there." 

Sass was referring to Dal- 
las Seavey, the five-time 
champion who has been 
running in second place 
behind Sass.) 


